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ADMISSION OF PASSPORT / TRAVEL DOCUMENT HOLDERS FROM COUNTRIES WHO ARE EXEMPT FROM HAVING TO BE IN POSSESSION OF A VALID PORT OF ENTRY VISA
Passport / travel document holders from countries who are exempt from the South African visa requirement (see http://www.suedafrika.org/downloads/passports_exempt_from_visas.doc) are exempted for a specific period and in respect of holiday purposes, to attend business meetings, conferences and events, and when in transit.
A visitor's visa for the specific period of exemption may therefore be issued to such a foreigner at a South African port of entry e.g. international airport, provided that he or she is able to submit the following documentation to the immigration officer:

· a machine readable passport valid for no less than thirty (30) days after the foreigner’s intended departure from the Republic of South Africa, and having at least two (2) blank pages for endorsements;
· a statement or documentation detailing the purpose and duration of the visit;

· a valid return air flight ticket or proof of reservation thereof;

· proof of sufficient financial means, which shall be in the form of a recently issued bank certified statement, for the last three (3) months;

· a residential address of the intended place of stay within the Republic of South Africa and the business, residential or physical address of his or her host in the Republic; and

· a yellow fever vaccination certificate, if the foreigner travelled or intends travelling from or transiting through a yellow fever endemic area to the Republic of South Africa – the certificate shall not be required where that person travelled or intends travelling in direct transit through such an area (see http://www.suedafrika.org/downloads/Yellow_fever.doc);
· All international travellers arriving at OR Tambo International Airport, King Shaka International Airport, Cape Town International Airport, Lanseria International Airport and Kruger Mpumalanga International Airport who are – 

(i) fully vaccinated* must upon arrival at any of the above-mentioned international airports, produce a valid vaccination certificate**; and

(ii) unvaccinated must upon arrival at any of the above-mentioned international airports, provide a valid certificate of a negative PCR test, recognised by the World Health Organisation, which was obtained not more than 72 hours before the date of travel.
*’fully vaccinated’ means a person over the age of 12 years, who has received all required doses of their vaccine and excludes recommended booster doses. The last vaccine dose must have been taken at least 14 days before travelling to South Africa. Vaccines recommended and approved for use by the World Health Organisation (see https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/covid-19-vaccines/advice) are accepted.
**’valid vaccination certificate’ means a vaccination certificate, which contains a QR code. Both the digital version and paper copy are accepted. Vaccination records and / or cards which do not have a QR code are not accepted as proof of vaccination. 

Proof of vaccination is not a requirement for children under the age of 12 years for entry into South Africa; hence, upon arrival at any of the above-mentioned international airports, children under the age of 12 years must provide a valid certificate of a negative PCR test, recognised by the World Health Organisation, which was obtained not more than 72 hours before the date of travel.
Children under the age of 5 years are exempt from having to furnish either a vaccination certificate or a negative PCR test to travel to South Africa.
Please note:
· Persons who intend conducting work in the Republic of South Africa, including, but not limited, to technicians, models, photo shoot and film crews, for a period not exceeding three (3) months must apply for authorisation to conduct work in terms of section 11(2).
· Since 08.11.2019 foreign children are allowed to enter the Republic of South Africa without carrying additional supporting documents such as birth certificates and consent letters (see https://www.suedafrika.org/downloads/Travel_Waiver_Media_Release_Nov_2019.pdf). However, unaccompanied foreign children travelling to and from the Republic of South Africa are still required to provide supporting documents (see http://www.dha.gov.za/index.php/statements-speeches/621-updated-advisory-new-requirements-for-children-travelling-through-south-african-ports-of-entry).

· In terms of Immigration Regulation 11(5), a person, other than a resident from a country with which the Republic of South Africa shares a border (Lesotho, Swaziland, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe and Mozambique), who is in possession of a visitor's visa issued on the basis of being exempt from South African visa control, shall upon his or her re-admission to the Republic, be admitted on the same visa, and where such visa has expired, may be admitted on a new visa valid for a period not exceeding seven (7) days: Provided that where that foreigner arrives at a port of entry from his or her country of residence, the new visa may be issued for a period not exceeding the period attached to the visa exemption.
· Travelling to and from the Republic of South Africa from neighbouring countries is allowed, provided that travellers who are – 
a) fully vaccinated must upon arrival at the land border, produce, a valid vaccination certificate; and
b) unvaccinated must upon arrival at the land border, provide a valid certificate of a negative PCR test, recognised by the World Health Organisation, which was obtained not more than 72 hours before the date of travel.

· The Immigration Act, as amended, makes provisions for an application for a once-off renewal / extension of a visitor’s visa for a further period, which shall not exceed three months – such application must be submitted in person via a VFS office in the Republic of South Africa (see http://www.vfsglobal.com/dha/southafrica) no less than 60 days prior to the expiry of his or her visa and if the visa was issued for less than 30 days, not later than 7 working days before the expiry of the visa. Please note that a South African foreign mission e.g. the Embassy in Berlin, may not guarantee the renewal / extension of a visitor's visa, as such decisions are taken solely by the officials in the country. The foreigner / applicant must however ensure that he or she has received the extended visa i.e. the visa has been placed in his or her passport before departing from the Republic, in order not to be declared as an undesirable person due to an overstay.
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