Last amended: 30.08.2022

STUDY VISA FOR MEDICAL STUDENTS ENGAGING IN A MEDICAL ELECTIVE OR CLINICAL TRAINEESHIP AT A SOUTH AFRICAN ACADEMIC HOSPITAL
Foreign medical students who wish to engage in clinical traineeships (Famulatur) or medical electives (Tertial des praktischen Jahres) in the Republic of South Africa may only do so at academic hospitals in the country; consequently, the foreigner is registered as a student with the relevant South African university, which also confirms the foreign medical student’s provisional acceptance (purpose and duration of the visit) in the form of a signed and dated letter on the university letterhead. 
The South African university would assist the foreign medical student with his or her regulatory registration with the ‘The Health Professions Council of South Africa’.

1. VISITS NOT EXCEEDING THREE (3) MONTHS

In addition, in the case of a clinical traineeship / medical elective for a period not exceeding three (3) months, the South African university shall advise the foreign medical student, whether he or she must apply for and be issued with a study visa (see https://www.suedafrika.org/downloads/Study_Permit.doc) at a South Africa mission abroad e.g. the Embassy in Berlin, before proceeding to the Republic South Africa.
2. VISITS EXCEEDING THREE (3) MONTHS

In the case of a clinical traineeship / medical elective for a period exceeding three (3) months, the foreign medical student must apply for and be issued with a study visa (see https://www.suedafrika.org/downloads/Study_Permit.doc) at a South Africa mission abroad e.g. the Embassy in Berlin, before proceeding to the Republic South Africa.
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