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APPLICATION FOR LETTER OF NON-IMPEDIMENT (CONFIRMATION OF MARITAL STATUS)
Letters of non-impediment i.e. confirmation of marital status are issued upon request to persons who are South African citizens and who require such a letter for the purpose of getting married. 
Before submitting an application, applicants should first verify that their marital status at the Department of Home Affairs is indeed correct by sending an email to the Contact Centre: hacc@dha.gov.za.  

PLEASE PRINT OUT THIS CHECKLIST AND SUBMIT IT WITH THE COMPLETE APPLICATION!
The complete application must be submitted in person and by appointment only (see http://www.suedafrika.org/downloads/Civic_business_hours.doc). 

	
	The following documentation must be submitted by each applicant. 

Please keep / submit the documentation in the order as listed below.
	Mission

	1
	A letter from the applicant requesting the issuance of a letter of non-impediment
· The signed and dated letter must be addressed to the Director-General of the Department of Home Affairs and include:

i. The applicant’s full name and identity number.

ii. The reason for the request i.e. to get married abroad / in Germany.

iii. A request for the issued letter of non-impediment to be certified with an apostille in terms of the 1961 Hague Convention as required by German authorities.

iv. The applicant’s contact details (residential address, mobile phone number and email address).
	(

	2
	The applicant’s original South African passport
· A photocopy of the passport page with the applicant’s biometric data / photograph must also be submitted.

· The original document will be given back to the applicant.
	(
(


	3
	The applicant’s original South African identity document, if available
· A photocopy of the document must also be submitted.
· The original document will be given back to the applicant.
	(
(


	4
	Proof of payment of the application fee
· Payment of the application fee must be made through an electronic bank transfer (see http://www.suedafrika.org/downloads/Civic_fees.doc).
· A copy of the transfer / deposit slip must be submitted as proof of payment.
· Payment must be made at least five working (5) days before submitting the application.
· Payment of the application fee may not be made in cash at the Embassy in Berlin and Consulate-General in Munich!
	(


	5
	A self-addressed A4-size envelope 
· The envelope must be franked with postage stamps to the value of €4,25 (per Einschreiben) to mail the newly issued document, after it reaches the office of application (Embassy in Berlin or Consulate-General in Munich).
	(



Please note:
- Applications submitted at the Embassy in Berlin or Consulate-General in Munich are sent free of charge to the Department of Home Affairs in Pretoria, where applications are finalised and new documents issued, with the diplomatic freight bag once a month. In the case of urgent applications, applicants may normally opt to organise and pay for a courier service to collect their applications from our office and have it delivered directly to the Department in Pretoria – this courier option is unfortunately not available currently due to the Corona pandemic.

- After the application has been sent to the Department of Home Affairs in Pretoria, it may take up to 6 months for the application to be finalised and the newly issued document to reach the office of application / South African mission abroad. Status / progress reports are not provided to applicants by the mission during the above-mentioned processing period; applicants may however contact the Department of Home Affairs Contact Centre themselves about their application status: hacc@dha.gov.za.
- As soon as the newly issued document reaches the office of application / South African mission abroad, it would be mailed to the applicant in the self-addressed envelope provided, or the applicants would be duly notified.

- Due to the long-term nature of applications / processing period, applicants are kindly requested to keep our office informed of any change of address during the processing period.

- If required by the local German authorities, a letter confirming that the application has been lodged and the processing period may be provided to the applicant.

- The Department of International Relations and Cooperation (formerly, Department of Foreign Affairs) offers a voluntary registration service for South African citizens that are travelling or residing abroad. This service is provided in the event there is a need to contact you to offer urgent advice on a natural disaster or civil unrest or a family emergency. Information may submitted by a South African citizen via the ROSA Online Registration form.
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