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AUTHENTICATING A SOUTH AFRICAN UNABRIDGED BIRTH, MARRIAGE OR DEATH CERTIFICATE WITH AN APOSTILLE IN TERMS OF THE 1961 HAGUE CONVENTION
There are two options to have a South African unabridged birth, marriage or death certificate authenticated with an apostille in terms of the 1961 Hague Convention: 

1. An application for a new unabridged birth, marriage or death certificate shall be lodged together with a request for the document to be certified with an apostille (see www.suedafrika.org/en/visa-sa-documents/south-african-citizen-services.html). 
OR
2. The original  unabridged certificate* currently in your possession shall be submitted in person to the Embassy in Berlin or Consulate-General in Munich together with:

a) a written request (in English) for the unabridged certificate to be authenticated with an apostille; 
b) original passport / identity document and a photocopy (the photocopy would be certified and the original document returned to the applicant); and

c) a self-addressed A4-size envelope with postage paid for €4,25 (per Einschreiben), to return the original unabridged certificate after the apostille has been affixed.


* As per the advice provided by the Legalisation Section of the Department of International Relations & Cooperation (DIRCO), the document should preferably not be older than one (1) year (see http://www.dirco.gov.za/consular/legalisation.htm#off1).

The application / documentation must be submitted in person and by appointment only (see http://www.suedafrika.org/downloads/Civic_business_hours.doc).
In both the above cases, the application / documentation would have to be forwarded to the relevant departments in Pretoria, where they are finalised / issued and the returned to our office in the diplomatic freight bag. 
An application for a new unabridged birth, marriage or death certificate (with the apostille) is processed / issued by the Department of Home Affairs and may take up to 6 months and longer to be finalised, while an apostille affixed to an original unabridged certificate provided by the applicant may take 2 to 3 months to be finalised by DIRCO.
